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The church problem in Mexico has been around for a long time. It originated from the special symbiotic relationship model between
royal power and religious power formed during the Spanish colonial period. Later, the church system was relatively completely preserved
as an important legacy of the old system. Since independence, church problems have always troubled With the construction of the modern
nation-state in Mexico, the conflict between church and state was extremely fierce and occupied the political stage for a long time. However,
in the last quarter of the 19th century, the church issue in Mexico seemed to have suddenly eased. This relative conflict The calm made it
an episode in the historical process of fierce political and religious conflicts in Mexico since independence. Mexico's liberals have almost
realized the long-sought ideal of separation of church and state, and the Catholic Church seems to have begun to be included in the
modern political system and secular society. However, after the revolution broke out in 1910, the relationship between church and state in
Mexico once again broke down. How to recognize and understand this episode has become a relatively important and complex issue.
Judging from the research paradigms and academic achievements of foreign academic circles, religious issues The recurrence and
complication during the revolutionary period cannot be explained as a ruptured historical phenomenon, but require a more in-depth
examination of the interactive relationship between the Mexican Catholic Church and the state in the second half of the 19th century, in
order to explore the inner history of the formation of this conflict. Continuity, that is, discovering the hidden continuities (hidden continuities)
in the historical development of modern Mexico advocated by revisionist historians and the New Cultural History School.

At present, there is no specific discussion on the church issues during the Porfirio Diaz period in domestic

academic circles. It is generally included in the overall analysis of various policies during the Diaz governmenty.

y For a discussion of the theories and methods of studying modern Mexican history, see Gilbert M Joseph and Daniel Nugent (eds) y Everyday Forms
of State Formation: Revolutio n and the Negotiation of Rule in Modern Mexico § Durham and London: Duke University Press 199 4y About Porphyry The main
approach to exploring the relationship between the Mexican Catholic Church and the state during the Austrian era includes the discussion of traditional church-state
relations, with particular emphasis on analyzing the church policy of the Diaz government itself, as well as the relationship between the clerical leadership and the
Diaz regime. As a result of the Mexican Revolution, It unfolds against the historical background of the political and religious conflicts of the period. It focuses on the
social and political activities of the Catholic Church, focusing on examining the historical impact of the rise and development of the Catholic social movement. See
Emilo Portes Gily The Confli ct between the Civil Power and the Clergy: Hist orical and legal essay México D F Press of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airsy 1935yKarl M
Schmitty “The Diaz Conciliati on Policy on State and Local Levels 1876-1911", in The Hispanic American Historic Review Revival Vol 40y No 4y 1960y pp 513 -532
¥ Karl M Schmitty “Cathol ic adjustment to the Secular State: The Case of Mexico 1867-1 911"y in The Catholic Historical Review No 2y 1962y pp 182 - 204y Alicia
Olivera Sedanoy Asp ectos del conflicto religioso de 1926 a 1929: Sus A S§YYYyYIYyyIIyyyITIyyyyIyyyyysyyyyy: V9955599 To the Nacional de Antropologia e
Historiay 1966y Robert D Congery Porfirio Di az and the Church Hierarchyy 1876-1911y PhD Disse Albuquerque: The Universality of New Me xicoy 1985y Randall
Scott Hansony The Day of Id yyyy: yWyyyyyyyyyy Mexican Revolution 1867 - 1929 ny Bloomington: Indiana University 1994 ig (ed )y Religious Culture in Modern
Mexico nham: Rowman & Littlefield Publications y Inc § 2007 § YWYyYyyyyWyyyyy YYSYYSyIyIvySyyyy Yyyyysy: SYySysyyyysyysyyyy ywyyyyyy 1 887-1934y Durham
and London: Duke University essy 2009y Marta Eugenia Garcia Ugartey La Iglesia yla Formac yyyyyy Partido S55yyy yy555yyyyyyyyy: Dist y95yyyy5yyyyy onservador

1902 - 1914" 4y pp 15-52

y At present, the academic community refers to the historical stage from 1876 to 1910 as the "Porfirio era/period". If it involves specific political

government or regime, it is generally expressed as "Diaz government/regime".
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or as the background of the anti-clerical movement in Mexican history. y These articles did not develop a more specific discussion of the many
aspects of church issues in Porfirio's era, leading to a lack of understanding of the growth of Mexican modernity and the relationship between this
historical period. The understanding of the history of the changes of the Catholic Church tends to be simplistic. Study the relationship between
the Catholic Church and the Mexican modernity during this period when it was rapidly growing and gradually falling into crisis.
The relationship between countries not only helps to understand and grasp some basic characteristics of the political and religious relations in
Mexico during the Porfirio period, but also helps to analyze and understand the historical trend of the political and religious relations in Mexico
after the Great

Revolution. This article attempts to review the Diaz government On the basis of the shift in religious policy, this paper analyzes the
innovation and growth of the Mexican Catholic Church during this period, as well as the rise and development of Catholic social movements in the
context of intensified social problems in Mexico, focusing on examining various related forces or ideologies under the growth of modernity. and
the conflicts behind the reconciliation policy, in order to present a more complete historical evolution of the relationship between the Mexican
church and the state during this period, summarize the main historical characteristics of the Mexican church issues during this period, and reveal

some potential problems behind the religious policies of the Diaz government and its historical impact

A shift in the religious policy of the Diaz government

In the second half of the 19th century, the Mexican government's church policy underwent a major change. During the reestablishment
of the Republic, the Mexican government's church policy experienced a process of first relaxing and then tightening. The Diaz regime chose to
negotiate peace with the Catholic Church and seek compromise. unityy

(1) Repetition of the government’s church policies during the reestablished republic.

In 1867, Mexican liberals represented by Benito Juarez completely defeated the domestic conservative forces and the French invaders,
and rebuilt the country on the ruins of the war. The radical anti-clerical cause of the liberals came to an end. In order to ease social conflicts,
resume production and rebuild social order as soon as possible, the Juérez government had to change its previous radical stance towards the
Catholic Church and began to become more conservative on social reform issues. Regarding church issues, in addition to continuing to implement
measures such as secularization of society and nationalization of church property, the Juarez government also began to try to adopt a relatively
moderate attitude and pragmatic strategy, handing over some anti-clerical legal provisions to the Implemented by local governments, some illegal

acts against clergy

ySee Jin Jichu: «On Porfirio Diaz», in "World History", Issue 2, 1983, pp. 63-72. Zhang Jiatang: «On the Rise and Fall of Porfilio Diaz's
Regime», in «Journal of Xiangtan University» (Philosophy and Social Sciences Edition), No. 4, 1996, pp. 51-53, 64. Gu Bei: «On the Anti-
clerical Movement and the Modernization of Mexico», published by Han Qi, Zhang Peng, Dong Guohui Editor-in-Chief: «Latin American
Culture and Modernization», Beijing: Social Science Literature Press, 2013, pp. 150-159, Han Qi, Li Chao: «The Anti-clerical Movement and

Its Evaluation in the Mexican Revolution», in « Journal of Sichuan University» (Philosophy and Social Sciences Edition), Issue 3, 2016, Pages 23-31.
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Juarez's change was driven by the need to win over conservative forces in the church. In his view, the church issue
in Mexico was no longer of importance. It had already been transformed by the previous "reform war" § And get a
more "satisfactory solution” yy

However, Juarez's successor Lerdo (Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada) did not inherit this part of his ideas. Instead, he took
a tough stance against the Catholic Church. The Lerdo government strictly implemented various laws and strongly opposed
the Catholic Church. group activities, expelled religious clergy, confiscated church property, and supported the spread of
Protestantism. In addition, the government also incorporated all “reform laws" into the new constitution of 1873. The
“Institutional Reform Law" enacted at the end of 1874 reiterated It stipulates the separation of church and state, religious
tolerance, jurisdiction over civil matters, church property, education, clerical uniforms, and venues for religious activities outside
the church. y Lerdo’s radical tendency on religious issues has caused serious consequences, and some liberals are worried
The federal government was worried about having too much power, and the church continued to protest and tried to seek
political support from the opposition. As a result, various forces opposed to the Lerdo regime began to gather. Among them,
the Mexican Catholic Church chose to support Porfiriodia General Si's Rebellionyy

(2) The establishment of the church reconciliation policy

of the Diaz government. The strong centralization of the Lerdo government harmed the interests of local

powerful factions. In 1876, his regime was overthrown by General Porfirio Diaz from Oaxaca. § From then on, ink began

y VIYYYY VYIVY VIVVYIIYY 95 YYIIIIIIIIYIYY VYV SYVIIVIVYYIIYY VY VYYIVIVIYIVYY SVYYIYY VY VYYIVYY
1856-1910y PhD Dissertion y lowa: State Univer The Reform War (1858-1961) refers to the Mexican liberals represented by

Y Juérez who came to power in the mid-19th century. To deconstruct the privileges of conservative forces such as the church and the military The war
between liberals and conservatives was triggered. Beginning in November 1855, the liberal government promulgated a series of reform laws aimed at depriving the
church and the military of their privileges, such as the Juarez Law on litigation procedures. The Act prohibiting the possession of real estate by secular and

ecclesiastical groups» (also known as the “Lerdo Law"), the «Constitution of 1857», the «Ley Iglesias Law» (Ley Iglesias) aimed at limiting parish fees, etc.,

triggered by the above-mentioned laws It led to the rebellion of conservative forces such as the church, which eventually led to the three-year reform war. y

YYYVIVIVIY §Y YYYVY VY IYIVIYY Y95V ¥ V9V

y During the Reform War, the Juarez liberal government promulgated a series of radical anti-clerical reform bills in 1859, collectively referred to as the
"Reform Law". The "Reform Law" stipulated: complete separation between church and state, and the seizure of all church property. State-owned, civil servants are
prohibited from attending religious activities, all monasteries are banned and the novitiate system of convents is abolished, parish fees are voluntary, weddings are
secularized, births, marriages, deaths and other civil affairs registration systems are implemented, divorce is legalized, priests are prohibited from operating
cemeteries ¥ etc. See [English] Edited by Leslie Bethel, translated by the Institute of Latin American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: "Cambridge
History of Latin America" (Volume 3), Beijing: Social

y Sciences Literature Press, 1994, pp. Pages 466 - 467 Diez y Nuevey 14 de dicembre de 1874 Some scholars

y believe that the church gave financial support to Diaz's rebellion. See Fra. nicisco Bulnes z de la Puentey Editor 1920y pp 90- 91y Emilo Portes Gily
VY SYVYYYYIOTy VEVVYY v § SYYYYYYY vy The Pressure of the Ministr y

VYVY YV VIVIY SISV IYY Y99 IIVIY: GYIVIVIVIY Y GIIVY YYIVY VEVIVY  § VY IVIVY VYISV VIV § §Y
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The famous Porfirio Era (1876-1910) in Mexican history. During this period, Mexico achieved relatively long-term peace and stability for
the first time in history. Early modernization was officially launched and great achievements were made. Accompanying the modernization
process in Mexico is the continuous expansion of secularization into the fields of economic, political and social life, as well as the
emergence of adaptive changes and revival of the Mexican Catholic Church. A more obvious paradox is that the growth of Mexican
modernization coincides with the revival of the Catholic Church. emerged, and as a result, Mexico's church-state relations gradually

moved from relative harmony and stability to the next stage of comprehensive

Confrontation. At the beginning of its establishment, Diaz’s new regime faced the difficult problem of how to deal with church issues. Diaz 1
At the beginning of Taiwan, he adjusted many domestic policies, including church policies. In order to seek political stability, Diaz
inherited Juarez’s later attitude towards the Catholic Church and greatly softened his attitude towards the church. On the one hand, the
government The law continues to restrict church activities and goes further and further down the road of nationalizing church property
and secularizing social life. Anti-clerical provisions have become the "Sword of Damocles" hanging over the head of the Mexican Catholic
Church. Another On the other hand, Diaz began to adopt a "conciliation policy" towards the Catholic Church, shelving or ignoring some
legal provisions on church issues for most of the period, and not restricting the illegal activities of many clergy, in order to reconcile
liberals and The contradiction between church forces expanded the basis of the legitimacy of his regime. In 1881, Diaz married the
Catholic Carmen Romero Rubio. Subsequently, under the arrangement of his wife’s religious adviser, Diaz and the Catholic The leaders
of the church reached a secret exchange agreement: the appointment and dismissal of clergy must first be approved by Diaz, and the
condition is that they tacitly agree not to implement the previous anti-clerical legal provisions. y This shows that the Diaz government has
obtained the right to recommend clergy. In fact, the informal reconciliation between the Diaz regime and the Mexican Catholic Church
was established, and the Mexican Catholic Church accepted and supported the arrangement of the Diaz secular regime. The legal
restrictions and the reconciliation in the implementation of specific policies had a double impact on the Mexican Catholic Church.
Influenced by the impact, the church leadership accepted such an informal reconciliation plan and no longer radically resisted the secular
regime. The clergy began to continuously release goodwill, and ordinary believers also got a chance to breathe. Three years later,
Puebla ) The bishop even began to call on believers in his jurisdiction to celebrate Mexican Independence Day, which fully demonstrated

the church’s recognition of the reconciliation policy.y

In addition to the above-mentioned reconciliation policies, there were also other policies that had a decisive impact on the relationship between church and state during this period.

y [US] Written by Henry Parks, translated by Qu Junong: "History of Mexico", Beijing: New Knowledge of Life and Reading, Sanlian
Bookstore, 1957, pp. 236-237.
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Another factor is the choice of national development strategy. The Diaz governmenty, under the leadership of the "scientists"y, advocates

"order and progress"”. Its governance strategies mainly include: taking care of foreign capital, especially the maintenance of American capital.

interests, to promote economic development, strengthen ties between Mexico and Europe, to balance the influence of the United States,

maintain social and political stability at all costs, and create necessary conditions for the country’s modernization process. § Each of Diaz’s

above-mentioned governance strategies has a great impact on Mexico The evolution of the relationship between church and state has had a

profound impact: along with American capital came the expansion of Protestant forces in Mexico, the anti-American consciousness of the

Catholic Church gradually increased, and sectarian issues became increasingly complex. With the entry of European forces, anti-religious

ideas such as positivism and Authoritarian ideas began to spread to the entire middle class, and anti-clerical ideology became increasingly

radical. With the growth of modernity came the continuous advancement of secularization in Mexico. The Catholic Church began to face

marginalization in the entire society, especially in the cities. The above-mentioned factors all contributed to the complexity of the relationship

between the church and the state during this period to a certain extent, and intensified the possibility of conflict between church and state.

Compared with the conflicts and wars caused by the radical anti-clerical policies promoted by Mexican liberals in the mid-19th

century, the religious reconciliation policies of this period had a pragmatic tendency, and the implementation of this policy achieved better

social results. In an atmosphere of reconciliation and tolerance, the Mexican Catholic Church no longer fiercely resisted the secular

regime. Instead, it actively chose to promote its own innovation and participate in sectarian competition. Against this background,

moderate forces within the Mexican Catholic Church began to rise. The Diaz regime has received political support from the leadership of

the Catholic Church, thereby enhancing the prestige of its regime among the people, effectively maintaining political unity and domestic

stability, and creating a good environment for Mexico's economic development and modernization process. Social environment. The

Mexican Catholic Church seems to have formed a relatively harmonious relationship with the special political system of Porfirio's era. The

relationship between church and state has also moved from being extremely fragile and sensitive in the early stage to being relatively

stable and normalized. However, all this has been established. On the basis that Diaz can continue to effectively maintain authoritarian

rule, with the emergence and intensification of the modernization crisis in the middle and late stages of the Diaz regime, the strong revival

of the Catholic Church, and the vigorous development of Catholic social movements, the foundation of this authoritarian rule has It has

become increasingly difficult to maintain relationships.

'y Including the transitional government of Manuel Gonzalez. In 1880, after the end of Diaz’s first presidential term, the presidential position was handed
over to Gonzalez. In 1884, after Gonzélez's term expired, Diaz He became president again and was re-elected several times. After the outbreak of the Revolution,
Diaz was forced to resign in May 1911.

'y The "Scientists" is a ruling group formed during the Porfirio era. This group is mainly composed of cabinet officials and intellectuals.

Implement a positivist policy agenda.
y [English] Editor-in-chief Leslie Bethel, Translated by the Institute of Latin American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: "Cambridge History

of Latin America” (Volume 5), Beijing: Social Sciences Literature Press, 1992, page 24.




Machine Translated by Google

ﬁf% 5 HF 6 |ssue 3, 2022

2. The Reform and Revitalization of the Mexican Catholic Church under the Reconciliation Policy

The chaos and conflicts caused by the Reform War, the Mexican-American War, and the Anti-French War in the mid-19th
century severely impacted the privileges and strength of the Mexican Catholic Church. However, this situation soon changed. The
leadership of the Mexican Catholic Church adopted a reconciliation policy. Under the stimulation of the Catholic Church, it began to
turn its main energy to the internal and spiritual affairs of the church. On this basis, the power of the Catholic Church began to revive.
It first began in the religious, economic and social fields, and finally gradually

expanded to the field of political affairs. (1) Specific manifestations of the

innovation and revival of the Mexican Catholic Church. The revival of the Mexican Catholic Church is manifested in many
fields. This revival is first manifested in the internal innovation and growth of the Catholic Church, which mainly includes the training
of clergy, the repair and construction of churches, and the construction of new churches. During this period, the number of Mexican
priests increased significantly, and the quality of priests improved significantly. The religious feelings and hostility of priests to secular
society continued to strengthen, and the clergy continued to strengthen. The relationship with the people, especially with the
villagers, has become closer. In order to solve the problem of clergy training, the church has built many new seminaries and improved
training courses. In addition, in order to solve the problem of relative shortage of clergy, the Catholic Church has also introduced a
large number of priests from abroad, especially from European countries such as Spain, Belgium, France and Italy. The number of
priests increased from 3576 in 1895 to 4533 in 1910. As the government returned some church properties and built new churches,
the number of churches increased significantly. The number of buildings increased significantly from 4,893 in 1878 to 12,413 in
1910, an increase of 153%. y The reopening of monasteries, convents, and religious orders, the revival of religious orders, especially
the revival of the Jesuits, was the most obvious. In addition, in Under the guidance of the Pope and the Holy See, the Mexican
Catholic Church also adjusted the diocesan structure in various parts of the country, restored and improved the church system
affected by the war, and held frequent diocesan meetings. y

In terms of the relationship between the Catholic Church and society, the Church has rebuilt its charitable institutions. The hospitals,
orphanages, shelters and other charitable institutions it operates have made great progress. The Church's educational undertakings have
continued to grow, and it has maintained its presence through religious orders and religious orders. position in the field of education. The
church also controlled some public opinion media, especially the press and publishing industry. At that time, the Catholic Church supported

the establishment of comprehensive and local newspapers such as "Voice of Mexico" (1870-1909), "El Epoque” (1883-1902), "National Newspaper"

y [English] Editor-in-Chief Leslie Bethel, Translated by the Institute of Latin American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: «Cambridge History of Latin America» (No.

Four volumes), Beijing: Social Sciences Literature Press, 1992, pp. 557, 612.
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(1899-1914) and other publications were extremely active and had a large readership. These newspapers and periodicals often pointed

at the government's social policies or laws and regulations that the church deemed "unreasonable”. y In terms of relationships with

parishioners, they paid special attention to attracting farmers and female groups . y Due to the unreasonable government land policy,

most rural areas are generally in a state of rural devastation and villagers are in poverty. Many priests choose to take root in rural areas

to spread the gospel and consolidate and strengthen the leadership of the church in rural areas. Catholic priests also pay special attention

to Women's missionary activities and education, and hoped to influence their families and children. During this period, the connection

between Mexican women and the church became increasingly close. In addition, the nunneries in Mexico were particularly prosperous,

attracting a large number of domestic women and also taking in It attracted many foreigners and even became a refuge and paradise for

European exiled clergy at that time.y

In terms of church property, the Dias government no longer strictly prohibits the church from acquiring property, including property

ownership of railroads, mines, telegraph systems, and manufacturing industries. The church also uses land grants among priests and the

surrender of priests or believers. Land products, land gifts to persons designated by the church, entrusted management, etc. were used

to occupy the land, but the form was private, thus evading the law. According to statistics, during this period, the total wealth accumulated

by the Mexican Catholic Church through various channels The value of the property is as high as 800 million pesos. In Puebla alone, the

priests own 200 real estate properties. In this way, on the issue of property rights, the Mexican Catholic Church has bypassed legal

restrictions. It has not only restored some of the deprived properties, but has also continued to Expand its power

In addition, some religious outdoor activities that violate legal provisions are no longer subject to strict restrictions. Some priests

have begun to wear clerical uniforms for public activities, organize processions of believers and participate in celebrations. Church bells

are not strictly controlled, and people can also hold religious weddings. yy High-level church officials have maintained good personal

relations with the government. For example, Archbishop Eulogio Gillow y Zavala of Oaxaca became Diaz's

Y GYVVVYY S 59 ) SVVSIIY SIS I 99 99 SIS 99 IIEIITY S55555Y S5 5 VEIIII IITIISY 95 IIIIIISYY Vi
1934y Durham and London: Duke University Pres sy 2009y p 34 Luis

y Cabreray The Religious Question n in Mexico 15 [English] Editor-in-Chief Leslie Bethel, Translated by Institute

y of Latin American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: « Cambridge History of Latin America» (Volume
4), Beijing: Social Sciences Literature Press, 1992, pp. 611-612, Luis Cabrera

y y The Religi ous Question in Mexico sy 1915y pp 10 - 12 Emilo Portes Gily The Conflict between the Civil

Y Power and the Clergy: Histo rical and legal
yyy
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He was a close friend and important think tank member, and even attended the 1884 New Orleans International Exposition as a

government representative. y In order to strengthen the ties between the Catholic Church leadership and the Diaz regime, Mexican

Archbishop Pelagio Antonio de L. abastida y Davalos) After returning from exile, he also served as the confessor of the Diaz family

under the recommendation of Gilo Zavala. y He also participated in some religious or quasi-religious activities (religious meetings,

religious celebrations, bishops’ funerals, etc.) Figures of politicians. Some of the above-mentioned public religious activities actually

break the relevant provisions of the law on church issues.

(2) The consequences and impact of the innovation and revival of the Mexican

Catholic Church. Thanks to the relative tolerance of the Diaz government and the efforts of the innovative forces within the

Catholic Church, the Mexican Catholic Church experienced a severe blow from the liberal anti-clerical movement. It has achieved

its own growth and renewal, and restored some of its secular rights in a covert or public way, reconstructed some of its properties,

restored and even enhanced the prestige and influence of the church among the people and society. Instead of its role in the

political field Compared with being suppressed to a certain extent in Mexico, the church has made great progress in other fields,

even showing the phenomenon of "re-conquest". Although it is somewhat untimely, the revival of the Mexican Catholic Church

shows a solid mass foundation and a strong influence on secular society. Adaptability. In this way, some of the fruits of victory

achieved by the liberal anti-clerical struggle in the mid-19th century were replaced by the revival of the economic and social power

of the Catholic Church. Coupled with the Mexican Catholic Church's long-term historical tradition of intervening in domestic political

and social affairs, a The significant consequence is that as the Mexican Catholic Church recovers and grows rapidly in strength, its

desire to break through legal restrictions and its interest in participating in social and political affairs are also increasing.

However, the revival of the Mexican Catholic Church during the Porfirio era was a relatively limited revival. It did not reach the level

of rivaling the secular government, nor could it ensure that the church could successfully participate in or lead social reform affairs. This

limited revival made it difficult for the church to successfully participate in or lead social reform affairs. While it firmly controls the peasant

class and female groups, it also accelerates its loss of support from the urban bourgeoisie and proletariat. The Catholic faith of Mexican men,

especially the male elite, has not become very solid. On the contrary, their anti-Catholic ideas have Under the influence of the new trend of

thought, it appears to be extremely strong. Judging from the regional distribution of influence, the Catholic Church firmly controls the vast

areas of central and western Mexico. However, due to the expansion of American capital and Protestant culture in the north, the complex

beliefs of the indigenous population in the south, etc. For this reason, the influence of Catholicism in these two places is relatively weak. For example, in Yucatén,

55 i

vy
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There have been no decent religious services for more than half a century. The formation of this situation is closely related to factors
such as the geographical distribution of the indigenous population, the strategic choices of the Catholic Church leadership, and the
growth of modernity. Farmers, the urban middle class and the proletariat Different attitudes towards the church affected the upcoming
anti-clerical movement. Generally speaking, under Diaz’s rule, the power and status of the church plummeted compared to before
the Reform War, and there was basically no direct and organized intervention in national political affairs. y Instead, it has become a
“tool of authoritarian politics” yy

However, this did not prevent the Mexican Catholic Church from nostalgic for the good old days before the Reform War and
its coveting of secular power. As time went by, the situation became more and more favorable to the church, and the church paid
more attention to social and political affairs. began to increase significantly. In the 1890s, the church successfully entered the
country's political life by paying attention to social affairs. Especially around the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution, this trend

continued to strengthen, and active people in the Catholic Church became more actively involved in political activities.

The Formation of the Three Modernization Crisis and the Rise of the Catholic Social Movement in Mexico

The rise and development of the Catholic social movement in Mexico is based on the reconciliation policy of the Diaz government
and the innovation and revival of the Catholic Church itself. It is largely inspired by the guidance of the Holy See and the Catholic social
movements in Europe and the United States. It continued to develop and grow with the emergence and intensification of the modernization
crisis in Mexico. The final result of this movement was that the Mexican Catholic Church broke through basic principles such as the
separation of church and state stipulated in the law, and ultimately disintegrated the policy of reconciliation and

the relatively harmonious relationship between church and state. (1)

Pope Leo XIII's Encyclical "New Things" The rise of the industrial revolution and the advent of the liberal era have had an
unprecedented impact on the Catholic Church. In the mid-to-late 19th century, with the expansion of Western industrialization and the
advancement of urbanization, on the one hand, the Catholic Church They will face the dilemma of being marginalized in the process of
secularization. Various progressive trends have had a huge impact on the Catholic value system. On the other hand, the laissez-faire policy
has led to the increasingly prominent ills of capitalist society and the gradual increase in social problems. Class antagonism began to
intensify. More and more believers in European and American countries began to take action, launching a massive Christian social
movement to improve the working and living conditions of the labor group. They basically followed four lines of action: Use Christian

principles to challenge laissez-faire Philosophy, establishment of Christian social institutions to alleviate the sufferings of the poor and disadvantaged, support for the formation ¢

Yy Wilfrid Hardy Callcotty Liberalism in Mexic oy 1857 - 1929y California: Stanford University ressy 1931, p 183 [US] Written
by Henry Parks,
y translated by Qu Junong: "History of Mexico", Beijing: New Knowledge of Life and Reading, Sanlian Bookstore, 1957

Year, page 237
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Calling countries to introduce laws aimed at improving working conditions. ¥ In the United Kingdom, the United States, Germany and some southern
European countries, this attempt and effort by believers is particularly significant.

In the face of various new trends of thought and new problems that have emerged in modern society,
the intellectuals of the Catholic Church and the Holy See on the one hand have vigorously defended Christian
principles and its value system, especially focusing on the newly popular liberalism, socialism, communism,
and individualism. On the other hand, it emphasized that the church should play an active and greater role in
solving social problems, called for reform, and advocated cooperation. In 1864, a German Catholic theologian
and social reformer Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler published the book “Labor Issues and Christianity", in
which he advocated the use of Christian principles to solve social crises. The influence of this work on the
formation of the Pope’s labor thought significant

In order to cope with the crisis and adapt to the changing needs of modern society, successive popes
have responded to the above-mentioned new trends of thought and new issues in different encyclicals, but the
focus is different. The more important one is Pope Pius IX in 1864. Syllabus Errorum of 1878, Quod Apostoli of
1878 by Pope Leo XlII ci Muneris) and the 1891 Encyclical "Rerum Novarum"y etc., especially The encyclical
"New Things" has the most far-reaching influence. In the encyclical "New Things", Pope Leo XIlI, while strongly
criticizing liberalism and socialism, advocated class cooperation, called on churches everywhere to pay
attention to labor issues, and established the Catholic Church Labor organizations to improve the living and
working conditions of workers. In 1901, the Pope further emphasized the role of the church in civil society in
his encyclical on Christian Democracy (Graves de Communi Re). § The Holy See hopes that the Catholic
Church around the world will able Take active actions to alleviate the increasingly severe social crisis in the
liberal era and prevent the outbreak of social conflicts.

William Emanuel's ideas and the Pope's appeal were generally echoed around the world, and were
especially welcomed by church activists in Mexico. On March 7, 1895, Mexican journalist Sanchez Santos
(Trinidad Sanchez San) yyyy public praise The Pope’s assertion: “In an era of turmoil, troubles, lack of vitality
and a spirit of reform, the Encyclical «<New Things» leads the Mosaic pilgrims in the desert and is the only hope
for the salvation of mankind.” Since then, the pope’s proposition has begun to receive widespread response in
Mexico. In the same year, a religious archive collection in Guadalajara also included a letter from the pope to

the Archbishop of Tarragona, Spain, calling for Immediately convene a religious meeting to resolve

y [US] Written by Bruce Shelley, translated by Liu Ping: "History of the Christian Church", Beijing: Peking University Press, 2004, Chapter 465 -

Page 472
y «New Things» encyclical is also translated as «New Things» Encyclical, «Labour Questions»
y Encyclical, etc. The English text of the above documents can be found on the website https://www.papalencyclicals.ne t/[2021-04-25]
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The Pope’s call and the personal experience of a large number of clergy who returned from overseas studies have made
the ideas of the encyclical "New Things" widely spread among the Mexican clergy. Some of its propositions and views have
a profound impact on Mexico's clergy The Catholic social movement has formed a strong guiding significance.

(2) The Rise and Consequences of the Catholic Social Movement in Mexico At

the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, Mexico’s modernization process faced a severe crisis. Although the
development strategy adopted by the Diaz government achieved material prosperity and progress, it also cost a huge amount of money. The
cost of this has become increasingly prominent, and its negative effects have become increasingly prominent, ultimately resulting in serious
social problems. In particular, the situation of rural landless farmers and urban laborers has become increasingly difficult. The modernization
measures promoted by the Diaz government have failed to change the lives of most bonded farmers and workers. The tragic situation. On the
contrary, the consequences caused by the concentration of land and the greed and disorder of capital have further deepened the suffering of
the labor group. Regarding the so-called prosperity and progress, Mexican church people are mostly critical, especially the uncompromising
faction within the church. and radicals. Facing the increasingly acute social conflicts in the country, some active believers drew inspiration from
the Pope’s appeal and the practice of Catholic social movements in Germany and France. On the one hand, they paid attention to the sufferings
and social problems of the people, and criticized various aspects of the Diaz government. On the other hand, they focused on organizing
religious conferences, widely mobilized believers and people, and began to lead social reforms. They widely opened public opinion and
frequently built momentum. They widely publicized and used William Emmanuel and Pope Leo XIIl. While reading the encyclical "New Thing",
he strongly criticized the government's laissez-faire economic policy, especially its consequences - the expansion of the large estate system and
the prevalence of the low-wage system. In the eyes of some believers, Diaz and Diaz The economic policies of the "scientists" have led to the
extreme deterioration of the market and domestic economy, and have caused numerous social ills to the point of reaching a "horrifying situation
like hell. It is a society characterized by poverty, inequality, labor conflicts, radicalism, and family breakdown." The root of the problem is a
monster and a demon that needs to be eliminated.” This policy endangers national sovereignty and leads to "Mexico's infrastructure being
controlled by foreign capital, and railways, industry and trade are all in the hands of foreigners”. In a serious crisis , In the social crisis, the
situation of bonded farmers was even more pitiful. The treatment of bonded farmers in large estates was "not even as good as the livestock in
the manor." § These accusations of the church are well-founded. The economic situation of ordinary people in Mexico at the beginning of the

20th century The situation has deteriorated extremely. The landless population in rural areas has increased sharply. The wages of industrial workers and the price level are extremely

Ratio: I'm the one who's the one 166y 31 33. 1966
y The snowflake y “The snowflake snowflake: snowyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyNo™y
|

W
y [English] Editor-in-Chief Leslie Bethel, Translated by the Institute of Latin American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: «Cambridge History of Latin America» (No.
Four volumes), Beijing: Social Sciences Literature Press, 1992, p. 618.
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The Mexican Catholic Church is concerned about social issues everywhere. In order to unify its thinking and integrate actions in

various places and better solve these problems, especially labor issues, it was put on the agenda to convene a religious conference.

Starting in 1903, the Catholic Church separately Four religious conferences were held in Puebla (1903), Morelia (1904), Guadalajara

(1908) and Oaxaca (1909). The content of these conferences included: Condemnation Various "fallacies" that deviate from the Catholic

value system, explore the causes and solutions to the social problems in Mexico during this period, seek specific ways to play the role of

the church, formulate specific plans to deal with labor issues, discuss specific measures to improve church education y Pay attention to

issues such as Indians, women, children’s education and child labor. The meeting called for the establishment of workers’ organizations,

trade unions,

Establish credit cooperatives, pay attention to the education of the working class and their children, advocate the establishment of

agricultural, art and trade schools and technical schools, call on employers to treat workers well, guarantee rest days, pay wages instead

of coupons, oppose contract fraud, pay attention to Indian issues y Called for the improvement of public health and opposed problems

such as alcoholism and illegal cohabitation. From 1904 to 1906, in order to solve agricultural problems, the Mexican Catholic Church held

three consecutive national agricultural conferences, paying attention to agricultural production, the moral and material conditions of

farmers, and agricultural labor. Questionyy

Although most of these so-called synods focused on specific issues, their implicit political overtones were quite strong. In the

above-mentioned synods, active figures in the Catholic Church focused on specific social issues such as labor and land to improve work.

On the grounds of conditions and labor treatment, it initially formed its own social reform program. Although this social reform program

lacked theoretical and systematic nature, it was rich in content and all-inclusive. It seemed to be a good medicine to cure the social

problems of Mexico in the early 20th century. It was formed before the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution. It neither recognized the

liberals nor some of the social policies of the Diaz regime, nor did it agree with the radical ideas. It wanted to solve the social problems in

the late period of the Diaz regime and prevent the dangers of revolution and class. The advent of conflict. From this point of view, the

Catholic Church’s version of the social reform plan is full of reconciliation and idealization, reflecting the revival of the power of the Catholic

Church in the Porfirio era and the Catholic Church’s attempt to lead social change during the formation of the modernization crisis.

Determination and desire. Although the social change plan advocated by the Mexican Catholic social movement during this period did not

target the Diaz regime itself, and adopted a cautious attitude in strategy, and did not involve the issue of seizing power, this concern still

aroused This has aroused the alarm of “scientists” and some liberals.

The chaotic situation and power vacuum before and after the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution in 1910 created conditions for the realization of the above aspirations.

yFor the specific content of these religious councils, see Alicia Olivera Sedanoy Aspectos
del Co. nflicto Religiouso de 1926 a 1929: Sus Antecedente s y Consecuenciasy Mexico: Instituto
Nacional De Antropologia e Historiay 1966y pp 34-38y Dav The Cristero Rebellion and the
Church-State Conf licit in Mexico essy 1974y pp 1y-18
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On the one hand, the activists in the Catholic Church strengthened the organization and leadership of the labor movement; on the
other hand, they seized the opportunity to establish political parties and further penetrated into the political field. Among the more
important organizations, the Catholic Church was established in 1911. The Confederation of Catholic Workers (CCCO) and the
National Catholic Party (PCN). The Confederation of Catholic Workers took it as its own responsibility to organize and coordinate
the existing Catholic workers' groups in various places. Its power grew rapidly. In 1913, it held the second meeting in Zamora
(Zamora). By the time of the conference, 15,539 members from 50 local branches had been united. At this conference, Father
Alfredo Méndez Medina passionately delivered a speech entitled "Mexican Society" "Problem" speech, decided to organize The
independent Catholic workers' movement formed a specific program to improve labor conditions. The National Catholic Party took
"God, country and freedom" as its slogan and aimed to fully realize the basic program of the Catholic social movement. It successfully
became the Mexican Catholic Church in the early days of the revolution. The core political organization in MexicoyThe Mexican
Catholic social movement flourished vigorously.

In the late Porfirio era and the early revolution, the political and social activities of the Mexican Catholic Church increased
significantly and continued to intensify. This trend completely broke the principle of separation of church and state established by
law, and actually disintegrated the established policy of the Diaz government. Religious policy. The rise of the Mexican Catholic
social movement has had a profound impact on the development of the church and the evolution of church-state relations. Analyzing
from its value orientation, this movement has inherent contradictions. On the one hand, it requires the use of Christian values to
promote society. On the other hand, they fiercely resisted the secular regime, intending to rebuild Mexican society through Catholic
social movements and prevent religion from being marginalized in the process of secularization. This attitude of welcoming but
rejecting secular society made the Mexican Catholic social movements both It is popular and anti-modern.y

The rise of the Catholic social movement reflects from another aspect the relative inability of the modernization programs
promoted by liberals and the Diaz government to solve social problems. The church has taken the initiative to assume secular
responsibilities. The rise of this movement indicates that on the eve of the revolution The Mexican Catholic Church is no longer the
old-fashioned organization that stubbornly defended its own privileges. Instead, it has become an emerging, fighting reformist church

that has great prestige and appeal among the people. The reformed Mexican Catholic Church is now foundation of revival

Ratio: I'm the one who's the one 1966 196 39 40

% The National Catholic Party's ideas and specific propositions are mainly reflected in its programmatic documents.

See Berta Ulloa and Joel Hernandez Santia. Go ( eds ) Mexico City yyy yyyy - ¥y yyy170 - 172 Edward Wright-Riosy
Revolutions in Mexico n Catholicism: Reform and
Yy Revelation in Oaxac ay 1887 -
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On the basis of active participation in social affairs, the Catholic Church formed its own doctrines on social issues such as labor,
land reform, and education, and established its own trade unions, farmers' associations, and educational organizations before
the government took action, making the Catholic Church a possible driver of social change in Mexico. An important competitive
force in the movement. However, the social reform plan of the Catholic Church seems to be incompatible with the social reform
plan attempted by liberals or revolutionary elites. The principles, strategies, and lines of action of the social reform plan guided
by Christian principles Extremely different from the revolutionaries' national reconstruction plan, this concept and practice of the
Catholic social movement made it an alternative to the 1910 revolution and national reconstruction. The Catholic Church became
a potential competitor and enemy of the revolutionary regime, even the only one. ¥ Moreover, this kind of competition between
the church and the state is exclusive. The American scholar Robert E. Quirk clearly pointed out when analyzing the reasons for
the fierce conflict between the church and the state in Mexico in the mid-to-late 1920s. In 1926 The conflict between church and
state did not occur because the church interfered in politics, nor did it occur because "revolutionaries were Bolsheviks" as some
Catholics imagined, but because both church and state wanted to control the Mexican people, and neither was willing to share
this control. In other words, this The Catholic social movements of this period largely determined the future historical direction of

church-state relations.

The intensification of anti-clerical consciousness and activities under the growth of four modernities

During the reign of Diaz, Mexico's modernization construction made great progress. The progress of material civilization led to
the renewal of the concepts of some classes of people and the further deepening of social secularization. Modern culture gradually
formed. The growth of modernity usually means that religion yAlthough the Mexican Catholic Church achieved self-renewal in a relatively
friendly political environment during this period, after losing its status as an official religion, the expansion of secularization inevitably
impacted the church and the inherent relationship between church and state. From the perspective of consciousness From a
morphological point of view, the anti-clerical ideas in Mexican society during the Porfirio period were not weakened by the implementation

of the reconciliation policy. On the contrary, they were continuously strengthened, with the revival of traditional liberalism and the spread of Protestantism.

y The classic Western secularization theory believes that modernity is the negation of religion. The growth of modernity means the expansion of secularity
and the decline of religion. The post-secularization theory has partially revised the above view. The evolution of sociological theory of religion can be See [US] Peter
Berger, translated by Gao Shining: "The Sacred Curtain: Elements of the Sociological Theory of Religion", Shanghai: Shanghai People's Publishing House, 1991, Ning
Zhe: "How to transcend the classic secularization theory? —— —Comments on Three Post-secular Discourses in the Sociology of Religion», Published in "Sociological
Research”, Issue 4, 2008, Pages 55-75, Author: Li Xiangping: “Theoretical Research on the Sociology of Religion in Contemporary America", Shanghai: Zhongxi Book

Company, 2015
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and the prevalence of positivism, which led to increasingly intensified conflicts between the new ideological trends in the field of social
concepts and Catholicism on the level of concepts and values. However, Diaz’s political absolutism and conciliatory policy towards
various religious forces made the Mexican Church during this period The problem becomes hidden

(1) Persistence and revival of traditional liberalism

Traditional Mexican liberalism is fundamentally opposed to the Catholic religious authority and value system. In the view of

Mexican liberals, the Catholic religious authority and value system have always been a huge obstacle to the construction of a modern
nation-state and secular society. The country should remove this obstacle y Judging from the evolution of traditional Mexican liberalism
during the reign of Diaz, although Mexican liberalism during this period showed the characteristics of conservatism and pragmatism, it
did not abandon anti-clericalism and anti-clericalism in its basic concepts. The position of establishing a secular modern state, and this
position has been continuously strengthened with the formation of the modernization crisis and the increase in the open social activities
of the Catholic Church under the policy of reconciliation.

Although Mexican liberals have politically accepted Diaz’s dictatorship, they do not fully recognize Diaz's conciliatory policy
toward the church. Most of them still adhere to the basic stance of anti-clericalism and often criticize the church and the church. The
clergy's open violations of anti-clerical legal provisions and their increasing influence over the Holy See strongly condemned the revival
of clericalism. In the federal government, it was inherited by liberal and "scientist"-dominated parliaments and government ministries.
Juarez’s historical heritage of anti-clericalism, insisting on legal anti-clericalism without giving in, and continuing to formulate and
implement various anti-clerical policies and laws regarding the nationalization of church property, the secularization of civil life, and the
secularization of education. The Catholic Church had hoped that by supporting the Diaz coup, it would completely repeal or revise the
anti-clerical laws enacted during the Juarez and Lerdo administrations, but this attempt failed, which they blamed on the government.
Obstruction from internal liberal officials. ¥ The accusations from the church are not unreasonable: Ignacio Ramirez, a cabinet member
of the Diaz government and an old liberal, continues to publicly criticize the Catholic Church and ecclesiastical authority. y At the local
level, radicals challenge This reflects the Diaz government's tolerant attitude towards some clergy openly violating legal provisions,

such as violations in Durango, Coahuila, Guanajuato, San Luis Potosi, Zacatecas and other places.

y Charles A Hale believes that traditional Mexican liberalism has a strong continental tradition in theory and practice, especially in dealing with the issue
Conflict between the Civil Power and the Cl ergy: Historic and Legal Essay
y
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Participants in some outdoor religious activities stipulated by law were severely dealt with by local governments. On the one hand, the

Catholic Church leadership accepted and ignored these laws and conflicts, focusing on religious and educational matters. On the other

hand, it raised questions about the above-mentioned behaviors that undermined religious rights. Continuing protests. The existence of

the above-mentioned protests and conflicts reflects the partial failure of Diaz’s religious policy at the local level. It also shows that the

reconciliation policy faces a lot of resistance from within the ruling group during the implementation process. The strength of this

resistance is consistent with liberalism. However, since traditional liberals were not the core political force of the Diaz regime, such

protests did not pose a substantial threat to the reconciliation policy in the early stages.

However, this threat gradually increased after the revival of Mexico's traditional liberal movement in the late period of Diaz's rule.

After 1900, stimulated by church activities and influenced by the spread of anarchism and socialism, liberalism took on the form of anti-

clericalism. Due to the tendency of radicalization, the Liberal Party of Mexico (PLM), composed of radical liberals, relaunched political

activities based on the platform of anti-clericalism. In 1906, the reorganized Liberal Party fiercely attacked the Mexican Catholic Church

at that time in its published platform. The political and social activities of the church were denounced as "recalcitrant traitors, vassals of

the Holy See, and irreconcilable enemies of the free state”, and they clearly proposed specific proposals to restrict church activities. y

The revival of traditional liberalism and the development of the activities of the Liberal Party Radicalization, on the one hand, threatens

and weakens the authority and ability of advocates and policymakers of reconciliation policies; on the other hand, it reconstructs the

relationship between the two major reconciliation targets—traditional liberalism and church conservative forces. Finally, it makes Di The

church policy of the Yas government lost its original significance, and the contradiction between the Liberals and the supporters of the

Catholic social movement inevitably expanded.

(2) The expansion of Protestantism and sectarian

issues The spread of Protestantism and the expansion of Protestant ideas also strengthened the anti-clerical consciousness among

the people during this period, threatened the Mexican Catholic Church, and impacted the church policy of the Diaz government. Protestantism

in Mexico The spread of Christianity was closely related to the struggle of the liberal government against the Catholic Church. The Protestants

formed a natural political alliance with liberals from the beginning, while Mexican civil society was filled with an anti-Protestant sentiment. During

this period, Thanks to the establishment of Mexico's religious tolerance policy, the improvement of relations between Mexico and the United

States, and the acceleration of railway construction, Protestantism spread rapidly in Mexico and achieved an institutionalized existence.

Although Protestants do not constitute the majority of the Mexican population, they have Contributed greatly to the formation and dissemination of radical ideas.

yyy
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In addition to differences in religious beliefs and practices, the spread of Protestantism threatens the Mexican Catholic Church at
both the ideological and educational levels: Mexican Protestants tend to be liberal in their thinking, committed to cultivating a culture
of freedom and equality, and oppose Catholicism and religious fanaticism, in practice, together with the positivists, they had an
impact on church education. During this period, the Protestants controlled many important positions in the government education
system, and were favored by Diaz and the "scientists". Diaz even personally presided over the opening ceremony of the Youth
Christian Association (YMCA) building in Mexico City. ¥ The spread of Protestantism in Mexico and

the government's biased treatment of sectarian issues led to continuous sectarian conflicts in Mexico in the 19th century.
Since the mid-to-late 19th century, The conflict between Catholicism and Protestantism has become very obvious. Protestants
believe that Catholic faith promotes fanaticism and ignorance, while Catholics show strong anti-American and anti-Protestant
sentiments and are deeply worried about the expansion of Protestantism. In the eyes of Mexican Catholics, Protestantism Thoughts
are tantamount to secularization and blasphemy, threatening the unity and independence of the country. The government's close
cooperation with the Yankee mission is aimed at de-Christianizing and preparing for the U.S. government's annexation of Mexico.
The bishop of Zacatecas once publicly Call on Catholics in the jurisdiction to oppose Protestantism. During the Porfirio period,
sectarian conflicts in Mexico were extremely fierce. Violent and bloody conflicts against Protestants even occurred in places such
as Querétaro and Mexico

City. In addition to sectarian conflicts, The attitude of Protestants toward the Diaz government also changed significantly in
the later period. Although Diaz and the "Scientists" were obviously biased in favor of the Protestants in dealing with sectarian
conflicts during this period, they still often protested against the government's treatment of Protestants. Inadequate protection,
especially after 1905, with the deepening of the social crisis in Mexico and the increase in social activities of the Catholic Church,
the overall attitude of the Protestants towards the Diaz regime began to undergo a huge change. In addition, this biased attitude
also caused the Catholic Church to There was a lot of dissatisfaction with the Congress and some local officials. Anti-Protestant

sentiment became stronger in Mexico’s civil society, especially among loyal Catholic believers.

Yy  Wilfrid Hardy Callcotty Liberalism in Mexic oy 1857-1929y California: Stanford University essy 1931 p 178y [US]
Edited by Michael C. Meyer and William H. Beazley, translated by Fudanese: "History of Mexico" (Volume 2), Shanghai:
Oriental Publishing Center y 2012, page 509
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(3) The prevalence of positivism and the expansion of

secular education pose a more serious threat to the ideology of the Catholic Church than Protestantism.
Positivism advocates order and progress, emphasizes experience and rationality, and despises religion and
superstition. Ideologically incompatible with religion. Like most Latin American countries, positivism became the
mainstream political trend in Mexico during the Porfirio period. Mexican positivism inherited some liberal ideas.
Gabino Barreda, Xie Positivist thinkers represented by Justo Sierra and Francisco Bulnes criticized the social role
of the Catholic Church, denied church education, and advocated scientific education. y Bulnes also criticized the
Diaz government’s policy of religious reconciliation and opposed The economic and social propositions of the
Catholic Church. y Some positivist believers practiced Comte's ideal of "religion of humanity" and became believers
in secular religions. ¥ During this period, positivism strengthened its stance of anti-clericalism and the establishment
of a secular state. Together with the church Fierce competition has begun, especially in the fields of educational concepts and practices.

On the issue of education, secular education promoted by the "scientists" and positivists and church education led by the
Catholic Church are competing fiercely across the country. Positivists in Mexico regard education, especially scientific education, as
a way to improve It is one of the main ways to achieve civic morality, build national character, and achieve national progress.
Therefore, the issue of education has attracted much attention. After the “scientists” came to power, the Mexican government stepped
up its intervention in the field of education, which has long been ruled by the church. In terms of organizational leadership, funding, It
increased investment in support and teacher training, and forced the implementation of secular public education. In order to promote
educational reform, the Parliament passed legislation in 1888 to promote free compulsory education nationwide. In addition, in the
field of education, positivists also united with Protestant forces in an attempt to Completely changing the long-term control of the
Mexican education system by the Catholic Church. The Mexican government's secular education has made great progress, and has
even become “the fastest growing among all industries in Mexico” during this period. ¥ Thanks to Diaz 's With the reconciliation policy
and the self-innovation of the Mexican Catholic Church, Catholic education is not far behind. With the expansion of the space for
private education activities, the Catholic Church is trying to build a national Catholic education system, especially in Mexico City,
Guadalajara and Morelli. The development of church education in the three Asian countries is the most typical. The enrollment data
of Catholic schools in the latter two places is said to exceed that of public schools. In addition, although religious education in public

schools is strictly restricted, the church has bypassed the provisions of the law and penetrated into public education. Middle part comes from Catholic Normal School

y William D Raaty “Ideas and Society in Don Porf irio's Mexico"y in The Americasy Vol 30y No 1y 197 3y p 42 [US] Edited by
Michael C.

Yy Meyer and William H. Beazley, translated by Fudanese: "History of Mexico" (Part 2) Volume)j Shanghai: Oriental
Publishing Center, Page 485
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Teachers retain students to teach religious knowledge in extracurricular time. Full competition in the education field has triggered
mutual attacks between the two sides. Public schools belittle church education, leading to ignorance and backwardness, while
church schools denounce the anti-religious nature of secular education. The church also attempts to improve teaching by Content
and form, such as increasing art and sports courses, opening Sunday schools and other means to compete for children and labor.
The church also manipulates public opinion, attacking secular education will lead to “the loss of Mexican nationality". This argument
reflects the church and positivism The conflict between the two sides reflects the differences between the two development paths.

The prevalence of positivism has led to extremely strong anti-positivist sentiments in the Mexican Catholic Church. In
response to the threat posed by positivism in the field of consciousness, the Mexican Catholic Church has strengthened its control
over private schools on the one hand, and on the other hand, through various channels Publicly condemn positivism. In their view,
positivism caused the country to deviate from the Catholic spirit, induced "evil" social problems such as materialism, atheism,
socialism, drunkenness and pornography, and was the enemy of the church. ¥ During this period, positivism was promoted through
New education has strengthened the anti-clerical ideas of Mexican intellectuals and the middle class, and most of the new
generation of young people who grew up under the new education have become staunch advocates of anti-clericalism, such as
Plutaco Elias Plutarco Elias Calles (Plutarco Elias Calles). To a certain extent, secular education under the guidance of positivism
strengthened the existing anti-clerical ideology in Mexican society and became one of the causes of the fierce political and religious
conflicts in Mexico in the first half of the 20th century. As mentioned above

The problem reflects the new changes in the social and conceptual fields during the Porfirio period. It also reflects the
problems that were covered up under the church policy of the Diaz government and the inherent contradiction of the reconciliation
policy. This contradiction is reflected both in the relationship between the federal and local governments. The different ways of
handling specific church matters are also reflected in the conflict or incompatibility between various progressive ideological trends
and the Catholic ideological field. Conservatives, liberals, Protestants, scientists, and Catholic clergy attack each other, and in
different To some extent, they all show a certain degree of dissatisfaction with the reconciliation policy. In addition, socialists or
anarchists have also joined in related debates or conflicts. Although these theoretical and practical differences and conflicts in the
ideological field have not been able to During the Porfirio period, the relationship between church and state had a fundamental

impact, but this hidden conflict constituted a potential threat to the government’s existing church policy.
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Five Conclusions

Along with the political and economic changes in the Porfirio era, the relationship between the Mexican Catholic Church and the state

has undergone several obvious changes. First, the strength of both the political and religious parties has waxed and waned. At the beginning

of Diaz's rise to power, the Mexican Catholic Church The Congress and the new regime had just stepped out of the quagmire of war and chaos.

Both sides sought to rely on each other, and open confrontation gave way to reconciliation and compromise. Later, the government took the

initiative in dealing with religious issues and was able to better implement and promote reconciliation policies. However, By the early 20th

century, with the continued weakening of the legitimacy of the Diaz regime and the advent of turmoil and chaos, the balance of power between

the political and religious parties began to be in danger of becoming unbalanced, and the growth of uncompromising factions within both parties

led to the almost breakdown of the relationship between the political and religious parties in Mexico. Second, the accelerated spread and

expansion of Protestantism in Mexico has further complicated sectarian relations. The Mexican Catholic Church not only has to face competition

with the state power, but also has to deal with pressure from other religious groups. It has also challenged the Diaz regime and the In terms of

the relationship between politics and religion, how to deal with the increasingly severe sectarian contradictions and conflicts has gradually been

put on the agenda. Thirdly, the prosperity of material civilization and the rapid growth of modernization during this period have led to great

improvements in the lifestyles of some people. Their Beliefs also tend to be diverse and complex. There is a clear contrast between the beliefs

of the vast rural and urban people in Mexico, especially the prevalence of positivism in the field of education. The conflict between religious

beliefs and political beliefs among urban bourgeois groups has gradually intensified. Fourth, during this period, the Mexican Catholic Church

changed its previous strategy of uniting conservative upper-level officials to intervene in the country's political life, and instead became more

inclined to widely mobilize the people and believers to intervene in political and social affairs. This change in methods and strategies This has

led to a more complicated relationship between the Mexican state, the church and the people, and has also given limited rationality to the

political and social activities of the Mexican Catholic Church. Fifth, compared with the open confrontation and struggle between church and

state in the mid-19th century, The church problem in Mexico took on new historical characteristics during the Porfirio era. It unfolded in a deeper

field and in a more secretive way. The Diaz regime seemed to have solved the church problem, but in fact it was through reconciliation. Policies

have left it in an unresolved state. Judging from the situation of the Catholic Church in the world and Latin American countries during this period,

some of the above changes are of universal significance, while others are subject to the influence of Porfirio’s modernization model. Strong

unigueness

The emergence and formation of the above-mentioned changes in the relationship between church and state were largely due to the Diaz regime.

Reconciliation policy and the growth of modernity. Judging from the historical background and historical impact of the formation of the religious

reconciliation policy, its inherent contradictions will inevitably lead to the deterioration of the relationship between the church and the state. The

reconciliation policy actually shows the development of the liberal anti-clerical movement in the 19th century. stagnated, it failed to penetrate

deeply into the Catholic value system during this historical period, and even showed partial regression. Diaz, as a liberal advocate and a reformist
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Identity seized state power, and then out of pragmatic political needs, actually canceled some of the
achievements of the liberal anti-clerical movement. Stimulated by the reconciliation policy, the Mexican Catholic
Church gradually regained its strength and confidence, and formed With a unique concept of modernization,
the church problem continued to exist in another form, and became increasingly serious with the construction
of the Mexican nation-state. Similar to other policies during the Porfirio period, the reconciliation policy covered
up the process of Mexican modernization and secularization. Many problems, some of the social problems that
are in urgent need of reform have been put aside because they affect political stability and economic growth.
This modernization model of economic liberalization under political autocratic rule that ignores social structural
changes has not only brought about the growth of modernity, but also promoted the growth of modernity. It led
to the growth of secular forces and the revival of the Catholic Church, and also triggered a modernization
crisis. The modernization crisis reawakened the political enthusiasm of the Catholic Church and all strata of
Mexico. From the crisis came the rise of the Mexican Catholic social movement and the Diaz regime. The
collapse of The driving force behind the relationship between church and state.

Generally speaking, the religious policies of the Diaz government have failed to fully meet the demands and wishes of the intransigent
factions on both sides of the political and religious spectrum. This dissatisfaction between the two parties is rarely expressed in direct conflicts
and confrontations, but is reflected in the lack of support for the people. Amid fierce competition and fierce conflicts in the ideological field. With
the changes in the balance of power between the political and religious parties and the rise of radicals, hidden conflicts under the reconciliation
policy continued to exist and accelerated, eventually disintegrating the policy itself. Dia Mexico left more serious church issues to the
revolutionary government in the first half of the 20th century. During this period, the potential conflict between the Mexican church and the state
had a decisive impact on the church policy of the revolutionary government.

(Editor Huang Nian)



